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(57) Abstract 

PURPOSE: To remove the inaccuracy and complexity of 
reading relying on naked eyes by correcting a delay time 
in accordance with a read result obtained at the time of 
reading out the image formation output of a head by an 
image reading part. 

CONSTITUTION: A reading part SCN starts to read out the 
copied image of a test chart set up on a platen glass. 
Reading data are read out in each line until a start 
code appears, a color code is discriminated and then the 
reading data are read out in each line until a resist 
matching pattern is read out Then the shear of 
recording positions between the resist matching pattern 
recorded by a reference recording head and that recorded 
by a head to be adjusted is measured and calculated and 
the average value of obtained shear values is found out 
to measure the shear of each head to be measured. Thus, 
the shears of the heads to be measured for all colors 
are measured and the delay time is corrected in each 
recording picture element unit from the obtained shears 
of respective recording heads, Consequentiy, the 
inaccuracy and complexity of reading due to naked eyes 
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Japanese Laid-Qpen Patent Publication No. 3-139961/1991 
(Tokukaihei 3-139961) (Published on June 14, 1991) 

(A) Relevance to claims 

The following is a translation of passages related 
to claim 1 of the present invention. 

(B) Translation of the relevant passages . 

Here, the C-recording head is designated as the 
position reference, while the remaining M-, Y-, and Bk- 
recording heads are designated'as adjusted heads. In step 
1, the adjustment test chart is copied using the 
apparatus. The test chart, as shown in Figure 12, has a 
start code, a stop code, resist adjustment patterns, and 
color codes. The start, stop, and color codes are all 
drawn in cyan, which is the recording color of the 
reference head, and made up of straight bars extending in 
the auxiliary scanning direction. The bars are arranged 
in such a manner that their intervals and widths can 
express certain information. Each resist adjustment 
pattern is rectangular, elongated in the auxiliary 
scanning direction, of a mixed color of cyan and the 
recording color for the adjusted head specified by a 
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corresponding color code. 

In step 2-6, based on a measurement, the discrepancy 
in position is calculated between the resist adjustment 
pattern recorded by the reference recording head and that 
recorded by the adjusted head. 
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